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QUICK  INFORMATION  SE.RIE.'? 

AMERICAN  BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY  UNION 

THE  PHIEIPPIINES 

1.  The  Country 

Loeatian 

HE  Philippine  Islands  rise  out  of  vast 
abysses  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  so  pro- 
found that  they  would  engulf  all  but 
a few  of  the  highest  summits  of  the 
Himalayas-  They  form  a part  of  the 
great  Malay  group  of  islands  south- 
east of  China  and  Siam.  They  lie 
wholly  within  the  tropics,  extending 
north  and  south  about  the  same  as 
from  Cuba  to  Venezuela. 

Area  and  Population 

The  total  area  of  the  Philippines  is  140,000  square  miles, 
equal  to  that  of  the  Japanese  Empire.  The  total  population 
is  about  8,000,000.  The  islands  number  more  than  1,000, 
but  not  more  than  a dozen  have  any  considerable  area  or 
population.  The  largest  island  is  Luzon,  which  has  an  area 
of  44,400  square  miles,  and  on  this  is  situated  Manila,  the 
capital  of  the  Philippines,  with  a population  of  200,000. 

Some  of  the  other  larger  islands  are  Mindanao,  Palawan, 
Mindoro,  Samar,  Negros  and  Panay.  The  two  latter  belong 
to  the  central  or  Visayan  group  of  the  Philippines,  and 
among  these  our  Baptist  missions  have  been  established. 

Climate  and  Productiona 

The  climate  is  that  of  the  tropics,  hot  and  moist;  but 
owing  to  the  mountains  and  prevailing  sea  breezes,  it  is 


more  healthful  than  some  tropical  regions-  The  natural 
resources  of  the  Philippines  are  immense  and  varied ; cot- 
ton, sugar,  rice,  hemp,  coffee  and  tobacco  are  grown.  There 
are  mines  of  coal  and  iron,  and  vast  spaces  are  still  covered 
with  primeval  forests  of  most  valuable  woods. 

2.  The  People 

History 

The  Philippines  were  discovered  in  1521  by  the  great 
explorer,  Magellan,  and  named  after  his  master,  Philip  II., 
king  of  Spain.  Then  Spain  did  as  was  her  policy  with  all 
her  colonies  in  the  days  when  she  was  a great  world  power  : 
she  imposed  upon  the  Philippines  the  Spanish  government, 
the  Spanish  language,  and  the  Spanish  religion.  “All  the 
king’s  subjects  shall  be  Catholics,’’  was  the  king’s  command. 
Thus  the  Philippines  came  completely  under  the  domination 
of  Spain  and  remained  so,  though  not  without  some  upris- 
ings, for  more  than  375  years,  till  that  May  morning  of  1898 
when  Admiral  Dewey  entered  the  harbor  of  Manila,  defeated 
the  Spanish  fleet,  and  the  Philippines  became  United  States 
territory. 

5ocbU  Conditions 

The  Ruling  Class. — The  native  Filipinos  belong  to  the 
Malay  race,  but  the  majority  of  the  land  owners  and  head 
men  of  the  districts  are  Mestizos,  who  are  of  Spanish  and 
Asiatic  origin.  The  Mestizos  are  educated  and  proud,  and 
own  nearly  all  the  property  in  the  islands,  except  that  held 
by  the  Catholic  Church. 

The  Laborers. — These  are  native  tribes  who  have  been 
practically  slaves  of  the  land  owners.  The  most  important 
of  these  are  the  Tagalos  and  the  Visayans,  who  together 
comprise  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  whole  population. 

Heathen. — In  the  mountains  and  remote  forest  lands  wild 
and  savage  tribes  are  still  found  who  are  uncivilized 
heathen. 

Immigration. — Chinese  and  Japanese  are  coming  to  the 
Philippines  in  considerable  numbers,  and  it  is  likely  also  that 
American  occupation  and  American  schools  will  soon  begin 
to  make  changes  in  the  relative  social  conditions. 


3.  Religion 

For  nearly  four  centuries  the  Philippines  have  been  nomi- 
nally a Catholic  country,  for  Spain  considered  no  country 
entirely  conquered  until  its  inhabitants  had  been  baptized. 
But  with  many  of  the  people  their  religion  was  very  supersti- 
tious and  shallow,  and  a bitter  hostility  grew  up  against  the 
friars  who,  as  a class,  with  some  noble  exceptions,  oppressed 
and  wronged  the  people  for  centuries.  This  was  the  religious 
situation  at  the  time  of  the  American  conquest. 

4.  nissloos 

Preparation 

Dewey’s  guns  at  Manila  cracked  the  doors  of  exclusive- 
ness, and  signalled  to  those  who  had  ears  to  hear  that  it  was 
time  to  send  the  pure  gospel  of  Christ  to  the  Philippines. 
To  emphasize  this  call,  -800  friars  immediately  withdrew 
from  the  islands,  and  left  the  door  still  wider  open. 

The  Quldlns  Hand 

As  in  most  of  our  Baptist  missions,  God  had  a special  way 
of  directing  us  to  our  work  in  the  Philippines.  Manikan,  an 
educated  young  Visayan,  went  to  Spain  for  further  study. 
He  was  providentially  led  to  visit  our  mission  at  Barcelona, 
and  under  the  ministry  of  our  missionary.  Rev.  Eric  Lund, 
was  converted  and  baptized. 

Just  as  the  Missionary  Union  was  considering  the  question 
of  opening  a mission  in  the  Philippines,  word  came  that 
Manikan  wished  to  carry  the  gospel  to  his  own  people,  the 
Visayans.  Both  Manikan  and  Mr.  Lund  were  sent,  and  in 
1900  they  opened  a mission  at  Iloilo,  on  the  island  of  Panay. 

The  Ready  People 

Our  missionaries  never  went  to  any  country  where  they 
found  such  readiness  to  hear  about  the  gospel  as  the  Fili- 
pinos have  shown.  They  were  so  delighted  to  be  free  from 
the  oppression  of  the  friars  that  they  were  almost  ready  to 
accept  Protestantism  by  wholesale.  Some  instances  of  this 
eagerness  are  very  interesting. 

A Bursting  Chapel. — At  Jaro,  a market  place,  a small 
bamboo  chapel  was  built.  At  first  there  were  benches,  but 
the  people  crowded  upon  them  till  they  went  down  with  a 
crash,  and  had  to  be  cleared  away;  and  then  they  sat  on  the 


floor,  as  they  do  at  home.  Still  the  crowd  forced  its  way  in, 
till  the  bamboo  sides  of  the  chapel  burst  out,  and  the  building 
had  to  be  made  larger  and  stronger. 

Real  Fruitage 

Of  course  this  readiness  is  partly  curiosity  and  partly  a 
revolt  from  the  oppression  of  the  friars.  Great  wisdom  and 
judgment  are  needed  and  manifested  by  our  missionaries; 
but  already  much  genuine  fruit  has  been  gathered.  There 
has  even  been  time  for  such  a character  as  that  of  Velasco 
to  be  developed,  and  for  his  work  to  be  completed.  This 
man  was  a fanatical  Catholic  and  came  to  the  mission  to 
break  up  the  service;  but  he  was  converted,  became  an  ex- 
cellent evangelist,  and  led  many  to  Jesus.  Then  the  Lord 
called  him  home,  and  he  passed  on^  surrounded  by  his  con- 
verts, and  singing : — 

Rock  of  Ages,  cleft  for  me, 

Let  me  hide  myself  in  Thee. 

At  first  most  of  the  Filipinos  of  the  upper  classes  were 
inclined  to  look  with  disdain  upon  our  mission  work  ; but  a 
change  has  come,  and  lately  a missionary  wrote : — 

“I  find  that  the  religious  prejudice  and  quarantine  which 
we  met  as  a solid  wall  two  years  ago  are  almost  entirely  dis- 
solved into  thin  air.  I am  speaking,  of  course,  of  the  Fili- 
pinos of  the  upper  class.” 

Equipment 

In  the  Philippines  we  have  3 mission  stations ; 14  mission- 
aries ; 4 churches,  with  372  members. 

Contributions  for  the  work  of  the  American  Baptist  Missionary  Union 
may  be  sent  to  any  of  the  District  Secretaries,  or  to  the  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Chas.  \V.  Perkins,  Tremont  Temple,  Boston,  Mass. 

Address  the  Literature  Department,  American  Baptist  Missionary  Union, 
Tremont  Temple,  Boston,  Mass.,  for  the  following; — 

Extra  copies  of  this  leaflet  for  free  distribution. 

A Philippine  packet,  containing  leaflets  and  three  Orient  pictures 
illustrative  of  work  on  the  islands.  Price  10 cents. 

A copy  of  the  Annual  Report  (postage  5 cents)  and  the  Handbook 
of  the  Missionary  Union,  both  of  which  give  the  latest  statistics, 
and  are  essential  to  the  most  intelligent  knowledge  of  our  work 
and  workers. 


I Ed.  35M-4-04. 


